
For Government, OpenStreetMap is More than 

Excellent Data. It’s a Transformation.
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This talk is not about

Hard questions of use

Domestic US use

Professionalization of OSM



And is about

How government may be changing when 

exposed to OSM



Government Innovation



Bureaucracy is real



Silos are real



Front doors



OpenStreetMap is People before Data



… a Stable, Dynamic, Complex Network





Supporting but not Controlling



Humanitarian Information Unit



Imagery to the Crowd



Imagery Coordination



http://mapgive.state.gov/



Public Diplomacy



Ramallah #Map4Ebola



Lahore #Map4Nepal



http://osmgeoweek.org/



YALI Connect Camps



http://mapgive.openstreetmap.it/



MapGive in a Box



MapGive in a Box

Mapping and MapGive

Mapathons

Field Projects

Examples

Logistics

Resources



MapGive on the Ground





Silos



OSM Institutions

we map together

let’s work together



Tracing Guides https://github.com/hotosm/tracing-guides/



Strategic Communications
https://github.com/osmlab/basket



http://teachosm.org/



Metrics



http://mapgive.state.gov/events/mapoff/



Talking About Doing vs. Doing! #whmapahton



After Action / Learning



OSM Institutions Expansion





SECOND OPEN GOVERNMENT NATIONAL ACTION PLAN

FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

5. Promote Innovation Through 

Collaboration and Harness the Ingenuity of 

the American Public



United States Department of State 

Open Government Plan 

“The Department is implementing .. new flagship 

Open Government initiatives: Innovating with 

Geographic Data,

which includes

the Imagery to the Crowd”



Sustainable Development Goals and UN Data Revolution

“Fostering and promoting innovation to fill 

data gaps”



MapGive as a model commitment for other 

countries



Intermediaries



Lessons



GovClub



Get together and work together



Go where you aren’t supposed to be



Pretend it already works that way



Love the Process



There is a hunger for real stuff



Thanks!
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